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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: The specification fails to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the term "predetermined gain" and also fails to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
phrase "moving the brake pad away from the rotatable brake member in response to a 
predetermined magnitude of gain in braking force" as claimed in claim 18. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 8, 12-15, 18, 19, 21, and 22 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b)as being 
anticipated by US Patent 3207267 to Beuchle et al. 

Re: claims 1, 12, 13, 19, 21 and 22. Beuchle etal. show in figure 2 a self- 
energizing brake assembly comprising: a support 5,18 pivotally mounted at an angle 
relative to a rotatable member 1 , and a brake pad 3,1 1 ,12 movable along the support 
between engaged and disengaged positions with the rotatable brake member to 
generate a braking force between the brake pad and the rotatable brake member. 

Re: claims 8, 14, and 18. In an alternate interpretation of claim 1, Beuchle et al. 
show in figure 2 a self energizing brake assembly comprising a support 3 pivotally 
mounted at an angle relative to a rotatable member 1 , and a brake pad 11,12 movable 
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along the support as disclosed in col. 2 line 71-col. 3 line 5 and in col. 3 line 15-18 
between engaged and disengaged positions with the rotatable member and the 
limitation of the assembly comprising a drive actuator 8 to apply a force to the brake pad 
via intervening elements by decreasing the angle between the rotatable brake member 
and the support as disclosed in col. 3 lines 15-20. 

Re: claim 15. Beuchle et al. show in figure 2 the limitation wherein the step a.) 
comprises slidably (via the movelement through slot 23 shown in figure 1) supporting 
the brake pad at an angle relative to the rotatable member and varying the angle 
relative to the braking force as disclosed in col. 3 lines 15-20. 
4. Claims 1 -6, 1 2-1 5, 1 7, and 1 8-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by DE-1 169218 (DE'218). 

Re: claims 1, 12-15, and 18-22. DE' 218 shows in the figure a self-energizing 
brake assembly comprising: a support 19,25 pivotally mounted at an angle relative to a 
rotatable member 3, and a brake pad 13,17 movable along the support between 
engaged and disengaged positions with the rotatable brake member to generate a 
braking force between the brake pad and the rotatable brake member wherein the angle 
of the support is variable for controlling a gain in the braking force. 

Re: claim 2. DE'218 shows the brake pad comprising a wedge 13 and a friction 
element 7,17,27 pivotally mounted to the wedge (via its connection to portion 17 which 
is pivotally mounted to the wedge as broadly recited). 

Re: claim 3. DE' 218 shows in the figure the limitation wherein engagement 
between the friction element and the rotatable member drives the brake pad along the 
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support toward the rotatable brake member to increase braking force via element 1 1 
riding up the ramp 9 of element 7. 

Re: claims 4-6. DE' 218 shows the assembly comprising an adjustable member 
27 biasing the support toward the rotatable brake member. 

Re: claim 17. In an alternate interpretation of DE' 218element 17 is supporting a 
brake pad 13 on an angle and elements 19 and 25 bias the brake pad toward 
engagement with the rotatable brake member with an adjustable member 19,25 which 
is adjustable by virtue of it being pivotable and translatable and moving the adjustable 
member in proportion to the gain in braking force. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 8/3/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Beuchle et al. fail to show a control of a gain in the braking 
force. In Applicant's invention the angle of the support 22 is varied to adjust the gain in 
braking action resulting from the action of the wedge between the support and the 
rotatable member. In the Beuchle invention the angle of portion 5 of the support is 
varied to adjust the gain in braking action resulting from the action of the humps 21 and 
the camming action between the support and the rotatable member, as broadly recited. 
Accordingly, the rejections using the Beuchle et al. reference have been maintained. 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to the remaining argued claims have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melody M. Burch whose telephone number is 571-272- 
71 14. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (6:30 AM-3:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles A. Marmor can be reached on 571-272-7095. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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